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saddle tinder incessant rain. One of the inconveniences to
which sovereigns are exposed is that there are always persona
about them who, to show their attachment, profess to be
alarmed at their smallest ailments, and must take exaggerated
precautions. This was what happened in the present case.
The grand equerry, Oaulaincotirt, advised Napoleon to return
to Dresden, and the other high officials did not venture to
give him the far better advice to go on to Pirua, only a
league further. The Young Guard was there already, and
the Emperor would have not only found there the rest which
he needed, but have been in a position to direct the move-
ments of the pursuing forces, for which at Dresden he was
too far off. He left to Marshals Mortier and Saint-Cyr the
task of supporting Vandamme, who, with the 1st corps, had
been detached three days ago from the Grand Army. He
had beaten a Russian corps and now was threatening the
enemy's rear, blocking the road from Dresden to Prague, and
occupying Peterswald; whence lie could command the basin
of Kulra and the town of Teplitz. But Napoleon's return to
Dresden cancelled his recent success and led to a great
disaster, which contributed powerfully to the fall of the
Empire. I will give a brief account of that famous over-
throw.

General Vandamme was a brave and good officer. He
had acquired fame in the first Revolutionary wars, and under
the Empire had constantly been in chief command of army
corps, so that people were surprised that he had not got his
marshal's baton; but this was due to his rough and overbearing
manner. After his defeat his detractors said that it was the
hope of earning that honour which had led him to throw
himself so madly at the head of 20,000 men across the road
of 200,000, and try to stop their passage. The truth, how-
ever, is that the chief of the staff had told him that he would
be supported by Mortier and Saint-Cyr, and had given him a
distinct order to capture Teplitz and cut off the enemy's
retreat; so that he was bound to obey. Believing himself
sure of support, he descended boldly towards Kulm on
August 29, and thence, pushing the enemy before him, triedithout his collar. This was sent to the
